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SUB J : PRC ON OIL EXPLORATION 

1. NCNA ( MARCH 15) CARRIED THE FULL TEXT OF A STATEMENT BY 

THE PRC FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN ON OFFSHORE OIL EXPLORATION. 
THE STATEMENT SAID THAT THE " SOUTH KOREAN AUTHORITIES" HAD PER- 
MITTED THE DRILLING SHIP GLOMAR IV, REGISTERED IN PANAMA BUT 
CHARTERED BY A US COMPANY, TO EXPLORE IN THE YELLOW SEA AND THE 
EAST CHINA SEA. THIS " ATTEMPT TO GRAB CHINA' S COASTAL SEA BED 
RESOURCES" AROUSES THE PRC' S " ATTENTION." THE STATEMENT CON- 
TINUED THAT THE JURISDICTION OF THE SEA AREA BETWEEN " CHINA 
AND HER NEIGHBORS... HAS NOT YET BEEN DELIMITED." SINCE 
SOUTH KOREA HAD " FLAGRANTLY AND UNILATERALLY" ALLOWED EXPLORA- 
TION. PEKING " RESERVES ALL RIGHTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE POSSIBLE 
CONSEQUENCES." 

2. COMMENT: THE STATEMENT DID NOT INDICATE WHERE THE OFFENDING 
GLOMAR IV WAS WORKING. BUT SINCE JAPAN AND THE ROC WERE NOT 
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MENTIONED, IT MUST HAVE BEEN IN ONE OF THE ROK ZONES. EARLIER 
CHINESE STATEMENTS ON THE QUESTION OF SEABED EXPLORATION IN THE 
SEAS ADJACENT TO CHINA HAVE BEEN NOTABLY STRONGER. DENOUNCING THE 
US AND JAPAN FOR " FLAGRANT ENCROACHMENT,” " AGGRESSION,” AND 
" CRIMINAL ACTS,” AND EXPRESSING PEKING' S " INDIGNATION" ( SEE 
1970 HK 5382, 1971 HK 2780, AND 1972 USUN 783). 

3. THE PRESENT STATEMENT, WHILE IT MUST BE NOTED AS A WARNING, 
IMPLIES THAT SINCE JURISDICTION HAS NOT BEEN DELIMITED, THE PRC 
MAY BE WILLING TO DISCUSS THE QUESTION WITH ITS NEIGHBORS AND 
PERHAPS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES. IT ALSO IMPLIES THAT EXPLORATION 
NEAR KOREA IS LESS SENSITIVE TO THE PRC THAN THAT NEAR TAIWAN 
AND THE SENKAKUS. THE STATEMENT DOES NOT MENTION THE US GOVERN- 
MENT. 

4. PEKING HAS NOT SPECIFIED ITS OWN POSITION ON SUCH QUESTIONS 
AS THE CONTINENTAL SHELF AND DEPTH LIMITS FOR CLAIMS TO SEABED 
RESOURCES. IT HAS LIKEWISE NOT REVISED ITS 1958 CLAIM TO A 

12- MILE LIMIT OF TERRITORIAL WATERS, ALTHOUGH IT HAS ENDORSED 
NUMEROUS OTHER COUNTRIES' CLAIMS TO WIDER LIMITS. 

OSBORN 
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